18 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, NOVEMBER 1784.

<« By the fenate, January 21, 1785 : Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs,
- «¢ By crder, . : J. DO-SEY, clk.»
Which was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order and paffed. Sent to the fenat
with the refolution requefting the governor to deliver to Mr. Harford his private papers, by M,
Miller. : \ - '
The following meflage being prepared, was fent to the fenate by Mr. Roberts.

By rve HOUSE o» DELEGATRBERS, janvary 21, 1785,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS,
W E expe&ed by your meflage in anfwer to ours on Tuefday laft, to have clofed this feffioy
on Thurfday, but being difappointed, we are determined to put an end to it this evening .
. By order, ~W HARWOOD, clk,
The engrofled bill No. 76, was read an cMented to, and fent to the fenate, with the pape
bill thereof, by Mr. Fraizer. i :
The following meflage being prepared, was fent to the fenate by Mr. Hardcaftle.
By tae HUOUSE or DELEGATES, Janvary 21, 1785,
MAaY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, .
W Lk have agreed to adjourn ull § o’clock this evening, for the purpofe of fealing the laws
thercfore hope your honours will make the neceflary preparation for putting an end to the fefﬁont
By order, W. HaRWOOD, ck.
The houfe adjourns till g o’clock. -
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The houfe met. '

Wiliiam Perry, Efgq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill to impofe dutisop
certain enumerated articles impor:ed into and exported out of this ftate, enurried; ¢ Byt
S fenate, January 14, 1785: Reud che firft tme and ordered to lie on the table.

« B. order, - s J. DORSEY, clk,
¢t By the fenate, January 20, 1785 : Read the fecond time and will not pafs.
¢ By order, J. DORSEY, clk”
And the following meflages :
By tue SENATE, Janvuary 21, 1785,
GENTLEMEN,

SUPPOSING your bill to impofe duties on certain enumerated articles imperted intoand
exported out of this ftate, and on all other goods, wares, and meichandife, imp o] into tis
ftate, might be confidered fo much of the nature of a mon.y bill, as to preven. 705 uodie tnm
a right to propofc 2mendments, and wifhing to avoid every occafion o! difpute betwern theiw
‘boufes upon the fubje& of the feparate rights of ¢ith r, we adopted the ufusl mude of comer-
nication to obtain 2mendments to the bill, by reducirg the. duty on falt to four-pence per buhel,
fhortening the continuance of the bill for three years, and firking out every pa:t which relats
to impofing a duty on exports, and to add a claufe for appropriating the money, or patofiy |
to congrels, for the current year. Huving failed in the attempt to obtuin theie amecndmenty
we were conftrained to negative the whole bill, or to adopt thofe p-its which we confider s
impolitic. We have diflented to the bill, though very defirous of laying the dutics propofed by
it upon imports, except on falt; though the cuty on this article will perhaps in its operation
be more equal than any other, yet we think it too high, and its cquality is rather an objedtion

‘than a recommendation of it ; tor if indirect taxation 1s to be as equel as a Jirelt aflefiment, we
fee no reafon for prefering the firft to the laft mode of drawing money trom the peopl.. Indi-
re@ taxation, or laying dutics on fuch articles as are confumed, has becn gen. rally adupied,
‘with a view to throw the burthens of government on thofe who are beft able to tear thom; pur
fuing this principle, the articles generally confun:ed by the rich, ought to pay a higher duff
than thofe in tre ufe of which the poor participate with the rich in a dcgree proportionate ©0
their circumftances; the duty upon fait, according to this reafoning, ought to be much lower
than we propofed to make it; but as it appeared to us that you were defirous of laying aduy
on this article, and we wifhed to gratify your views as far as we couid, without laying too hea
vy a burthen, we propofed fixing the duty on falt as high as could be done, without its being
too bur:henfome. The continuince of the bill we think too long. In matters fo important
the regulation of trade, great czutivn ought to be ufed, and we ought to know by experience the
effe&t of a fyftem, before we eftablith it for a length o time. 1f the regulztions are good, thert
can be little doubt but the a8 will be continued ; if injurious, the fooncr they end the betttl
and although it may be faid, that if this ad is found by experience to be unpropes, it may be
repcaled, we think itis more prudent to depénd on the wiidom of both boules, to continue 2
beneficial law, than on their concurrence to repeal an alt woich may bave cFells inj'urious 10
commerce, though its immed-ate tendency is to bring money into the trealury. A commiffion
of four per cent is given by the bill to the naval officers, exclufive of the fres of office. We
admit that the naval officers in general, and particularly the naval officer at the port of Balii-
more, fhould be men of charalter and ftrict integrity, and therefore thet they ought to have?
decent {upport, fo as to place them above temptation. The navil officer at Baliimore-town i
particular deferves well of this country ; the refponfibility of kis office, the trouble and expence!

attending its due execation, require that the falary fhould be liberal : but while we cxprefsths
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